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The main aim of the research is to analyse in a systemic manner and critically evaluate non-governmental organizations’ legal framework and provide guidelines for amendments of laws intending to ensure stable development of the NGO sector in Lithuania. 
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INTRODUCTION
It is universally accepted that the viable civil society is the precondition of democracy and development. Its level of development in a state is usually reflected by the influence and scope of activity of the non-governmental organizations (NGOs), also known as public organizations, third sector organizations, non-profit organizations or civic organizations. It goes without saying that in order to ensure both participation of a significant part of society in them and effective operation, a beneficial environment to their founding, development and spread should be created. Such beneficial environment in a state depends on many factors, such as abundance and permanence of sources of funding, stable and transparent mechanisms of communication with the state, consistent delegation of public functions, etc. The favourable legal framework is one of such factors; it is the body of legislation concerning the activity of the abovementioned organizations and their relationship with the state. The latter first of all should not be limiting in respect of initiatives of the civil society, as well as should entice such initiatives in order to ensure development. 
Following the restoration of the independence the NGO regulation of Lithuania experienced numerous changes and developments what resulted in the relatively stable legal framework making the activity possible. It should nevertheless be acknowledged that the development was not consistent enough: it was more often aimed at correction of regulation errors and not to the creation of a uniform legislative framework identifying long-term prospects and its influence to NGOs. Therefore the research is generally aimed at the systemic overview of the main NGO legal framework of Lithuania and indication of main factors hindering the development of the sector; guidelines of amendments of laws will finally be proposed in order to ensure stable NGO development in the future. Importantly, the governmental authorities concerned were continually involved in the research therefore their opinions were considered in the proposals; thus the opinions provided in the research are not only aimed at the NGO development but reflect the interests of the state as well.
The research consists of two main parts. The first part (“Conceptual issues”)covers several fields of research that have been identified as of greatest concern at the meantime according to the experts and where the changes agreed upon both the government and NGOs are necessary. Such fields are the NGO conception in the legal acts and issues of separation of public establishments and eligibility for tax exemptions. The rather different third chapter deals with the organizations’ status of public benefit, which can hardly be called a problematic field in the present regulation since the status as discussed in the abovementioned chapter does not exist in Lithuania. Therefore this chapter in particular presents the relatively new conception widespread in the foreign practice at the meantime and which could also be implemented in Lithuania. The second part, entitled “Practical challenges”, deals with specific issues of a practical nature currently faced by organizations in their activities, namely the issues of registration and formalization of activity, limitations of structure and accountability requirements as well as the issues concerning the organization of voluntary work. All these issues result in conceptual problems hindering the development of the entire sector.
The chapters culminate with more or less specific conclusions and recommendations for amendments of regulations. This results from the fact that there are several alternative ways to amend the laws making the regulation better. Therefore a one of the solutions should first of all be selected; i. e. NGO and the state shall reach a common agreement that could then be followed by specific amendments of laws. On the other hand, most proposals are provided considering foreign practices: abstract proposals following from overly different and ambiguous practices of foreign states form a base for discussions rather than enable the adoption of specific decisions. The general conclusion have been provided in a schematic manner in the final part of the research concerning the main issues in legislation identified by the experts and their interrelation as well as the image of the Lithuanian NGO legal framework following the implementation of beneficial amendments of legal acts was drawn according to their opinion. 
The research deals with the Lithuanian legal framework concerning the NGO activity: including laws regulating main legal forms, the Civil Code and the Labour Code, tax laws and legal acts implementing and detailing them as well as conclusions of various state authorities. The comparison of the Lithuanian regulation with the foreign one was supported by the reports and overviews of the European Center for Not-for-Profit Law; the works of Lithuanian and foreign authors concerning non-profit law were referred in the analysis of new conceptions’ applicability. Although the research methods have differed from one issue to another the main of them were the method of legal analysis and comparative. It should be mentioned that a certain level of its readers’ knowledge of NGOs was presumed in compiling this work, therefore a descriptive method is scarcely used. In certain stages of the research the methods of inquiries, polls and group work were employed resulting in a large amount of valuable information provided by state authorities, expert organizations and NGOs themselves.
In conclusion, the analysis was aimed at summarizing of NGO legal knowledge available in Lithuania at the present time and making use of the competence of the European Center for Not-for-Profit Law acquired in similar researches carried out in various European countries. On the other hand, a relatively practical approach is inherent to the research due to persistent consultations with the governmental sector and the organizations themselves therefore it may be successfully invoked during the future legislation processes. The work could certainly become a scientific basis for future development of NGO legislative framework in Lithuania and the conclusions and recommendations could be invoked as guidelines in the discussions regarding specific amendments of legal acts. 
